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TO ALL AMERICAN REPUBLIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS IMMEDIATE 
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LIMDIS 

ALSO, SENT ACTION IMMEDIATE TO NATO, AND ALL NATO CAPITALS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, US, CU 

SUBJECT: US NEGOTIATIONS WITH CUBA 

REF: STATE 091854 

AS A FOLLOW-UP TO REFTEL YOU MAY INFORM FOREIGN MINISTRY 
THAT SECOND ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH CUBA IN HAVANA 
CONCLUDED ON APRIL 27 WITH SIGNATURE OF A GOVERNING INTER 
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NATIONAL FISHERY AGREEMENT (GIFA) AND AN AGREEMENT ON A 
PRELIMINARY MARITIME BOUNDARY. THE GIFA WAS SIMILAR TO 
THOSE SIGNED WITH 14 OTHER COUNTRIES. THE MARITIME 
BOUNDARY WAS PRELIMINARY, RATHER THAN PROVISIONAL, BECAUSE 
CUBA WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH UP-TO-DATE CHARTS OF THEIR OWN 
COAST LINE WHICH ARE CURRENTLY IN THE PRESS. BOTH SIDES 
AGREED TO TERMINATE TWO OBSOLETE BILATERAL AGREEMENTS: A 
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1926 CONVENTION ON SMUGGLING OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS AND 
A 1958 SHRIMP CONVENTION. WE AGREED TO HOLD FURTHER 
TECHNICAL TALKS IN NEW YORK DURING MAY ON PROCEDURES FOR 
APPLYING FOR PERMITS AND TO EXCHANGE SCIENTIFIC INFORMA- 
TION ABOUT POSSIBLE SURPLUSES OF FISH IN OUR FISHING ZONES 
WHICH ABUT. THERE WILL BE FURTHER DISCUSSIONS ON A 
MARITIME BOUNDARY WHEN THE CUBAN CHARTS ARE AVAILABLE. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN HAD CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER MALMIERCA DURING WHICH BROAD RANGE OF US-CUBAN 
BILATERAL ISSUES WAS TOUCHED UPON. 

CUBANS HAVE AGREED THAT IMPROVEMENT IN US-CUBAN RELATIONS 
IS DESIRABLE AND SHOULD BE BASED ON EQUALITY AND RE- 
CIPROCITY. WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENTS IN 
OUR RELATIONS BUT RATHER MEASURED IMPROVEMENT. WE ARE 
HOPEFUL OF SOME GESTURES BY CUBA IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO 
MATCH THOSE WE HAVE ALREADY MADE. 

IN YOUR DISCRETION, YOU MAY INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER THAT 
THE GESTURES CUBA MAY MAKE PROBABLY WILL TAKE THE FORM 
OF RELEASING AMERICAN PRISONERS, A MORE LIBERAL POLICY 
ON EXIT PERMITS FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS AND THEIR CUBAN 
IMMEDIATE RELATIVES, AND MORE FREQUENT VISTS TO AND FROM 
CUBA BY DIVIDED FAMILIES. CUBANS ALSO SHOWED AN INTEREST 
IN DISCUSSING AFRICAN ISSUES WITH US, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE 
NOT PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE WITH US ABOUT CUBAN-ANGOLAN 
RELATIONS. CUBANS AGREED TO INFORMAL COORDINATION ON 
CULTURAL, SPORTS, AND SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGES. 
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FYI: CUBANS SHOWED INTEREST IN CREATION OF AN 
AMERICAN INTEREST SECTION WITH AMERICAN PERSONNEL IN THE 
SWISS EMBASSY IN HAVANA AND A SIMILAR CUBAN SECTION IN 
THE CZECH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. END FYI. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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